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1. Why Wikipedia?

Five reasons to get involved
1. Embrace the mission alignment



1. Why Wikipedia?

https://len.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:GLAM



1. Why Wikipedia?

“If Wikipedia is a virtual (online) door 1o
knowledge, while libraries have been a real
door (offline), the two communities should
work together to provide new levels of
access to information to humanity.”

- Opportunities for Public Libraries and Wikipedia: A Discussion Paper (Public Draft),

Presented at the IFLA World Library & Information Congress 2016 in Columbus, OH.
https://2016.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2016/08/112-IFLAWikipediaandPublicLibrariesDiscussionDRAFT.pdf



https://2016.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2016/08/112-IFLAWikipediaandPublicLibrariesDiscussionDRAFT.pdf
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1. Why Wikipedia?

Art+Feminism Wikipedia
Edit-A-Thon, Art Gallery of Ontario
Photo by Arichivist1

Image URL: hitp://bit.ly/2yYYoww



http://bit.ly/2yYYoww

1. Why Wikipedia?

Five reasons to get involved

1. Embrace the mission alignment

2. Meet patrons where they are

3. Adopt opportunities for creative outreach &
engagement

4. Join another strong community



1. Why Wikipedia?

http://www.webjunction.org/news/webj
unction/librarians-wikipedia-susan.html




1. Why Wikipedia?

Five reasons to get involved

1.
2.
3.

=

Embrace the mission alignment

Meet patrons where they are

Adopt opportunities for creative outreach &
engagement

Join another sfrong community

Surprise your patrons



2. UNC Libraries’ Edit-a-Thons

Girls Talk Math Edit-A-Thon,
UNC Library
Photo by Emily Jack




2. UNC Libraries’ Edit-a-Thons

https://len.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayard_Wootten



2. UNC Libraries’ Edit-a-Thons

https:/len.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Systemic_bias



2. UNC Libraries’ Edit-a-Thons




2. UNC Libraries’ Edit-a-Thons
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3. Why Edit-a-Thons?

Improve quality of entries

Expand the Wikipedia community
Teach research skills

Empower library users



3. Why Edit-a-Thons?

e Supports diversity & inclusion efforts
o Diversify editing base
o Fillin the gaps in Wikipedia
o Edit-a-thons as activism



3. Why Edit-a-Thons?

e Raise visibility
o Aftract media attention
o Reach new patrons
o Connect to specific groups or college
course
Improve visibility of library/collections
Expand ideas about what librarians do






4. PLANNING AN EDIT-A-THON

PEOPLE
THINGS
TECHNOLOGY
EVENT



4. Planning - TIPS & ADVICE

PEOPLE

e |denfify your audience for
targeted outreach

e [nvest time in fraining for staff to
learn to edit

e Contact local Wikipedia experts



4. Planning - TIPS & ADVICE

THINGS

e Showcase what you have: art archives,
collection strengths

e Supplies: extension cords, power strips, scrap
paper, pens

e Incentives: free swag, raffles, food



4. Planning - TIPS & ADVICE

TECHNOLOGY

e Editing system (Meetup
page, post-its, in/outbox,
Dashboard, PiratePad)

e Wireless access

e Pre-registering parficipants
(IP address limit)






4. Planning - During the edit-a-thon

Name tags (Expert?)
Organize areas in stations
Work together

Use the Dashboard to
track

Play music

Post to social media
#WIKINC



4. Planning - After the edit-a-thon

Thank the participants
Update Meetup page
Check Dashboard
Team debrief

Report to library
administration




5. CHALLENGES

Overcoming perceptions about Wikipedia
Getting institutional buy-in

Requesting parental consent

Ensuring turnout
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6. Resources

- . Edit-a-thon resources:
General Wikipedia resources:

Wikimedia Foundation edit-a-thon training

“Opportunities for Public Libraries & http://bit.ly/2nWG4R9
Wikipedia," IFLA Discussion Paper, 2016 . _
htto://bit.ly/2nUGV59 Wikimedia Programs & Events Dashboard

https://outreachdashboard.wmflabs.org/

GLAM-WIki Initiative

Art + Feminism (includes organizer’s kit)

http://bit.ly/2aq5Et) http://www.artandfeminism.org/
WebJunction “Librarians who Wikipedia” Society of NC Archivists Edit-a-thon Toolkit
http://bit.ly/2wEé6Dgw http://bit.ly/2kv4iG?7
Georgia Piedmont Wikipedians Slide decks used at edit-a-thons
http://bit.ly/2g0207y hitp://oitly/290IF7L

Wikimedia rapid grants
http://bit.ly/2yéjhIN



http://bit.ly/2hUGV59
http://bit.ly/2aq5EtJ
http://bit.ly/2wE6Dgw
http://bit.ly/2g02oZy
http://bit.ly/2hWG4R9
https://outreachdashboard.wmflabs.org/
http://www.artandfeminism.org/
http://bit.ly/2kv4jGZ
http://bit.ly/2g0IFZL
http://bit.ly/2y6jhIN

Questions?



