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Logo used by permission of the Co-Publishers for RDA (American Library Association, Canadian Library Association, and CILIP: Chartered 

Institute of Library and Information Professionals) 

has arrived… 



Poll #1 
• Which best describes your primary job 

duty?  Please select only one. 

Reference/research & instruction 

Circulation/Access Services 

Inter-library loan 

Collection development/Acquisitions 

Cataloging 

Special Collections/Archives 

Digital initiatives/Digital projects 

I do a little bit of everything! 

Other 

 



Poll #2 

• Has your library implemented RDA, or 

does your library have plans to do so? 

Yes, we’ve already implemented  

Yes, we plan to implement 

We don’t have plans to implement yet 

I’ve never heard much about RDA 

Don’t know/Not sure 

 



Logo used by permission of the Co-Publishers for RDA (American Library Association, Canadian Library 

Association, and CILIP: Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals) 



RDA in the Personals… 
 

• NEW standard: Young, but firmly 

grounded.  Adaptable & at home 

in the wide world.  Seeking all 

kinds of resources & metadata 

for MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS. 



Brief history of RDA 

• RDA Toolkit published as an online 

subscription product in June 2010 

– Print version also available 

• U.S. “official RDA Test” in 2010-2011 

– Implement with conditions 

• Library of Congress’ “Day One” 

–March 31, 2013 

http://www.rdatoolkit.org/


Current status of RDA 

• No implementation mandate or deadline 

for all U.S. libraries, but… 

– Access points have changed/are changing to 

RDA forms 

– If your library shares cataloging… you’ll 

probably see RDA records 

 





Latin abbreviations no longer used 

AACR2 RDA 

[S.l.] : [s.n.], 

[n.d.] 

 

[Place of publication not 

identified] : [publisher not 

identified], [date of 

publication not identified] 

[Atlanta?, Georgia] : 

[Georgia State University 

Library], [2013?] 



Many (not all) abbreviations spelled out 

AACR2 RDA 

2 videodiscs (169 min.) : sd., 

col. ; 4 3/4 in. 

2 videodiscs (169 min.) : 

sound, color ; 4 3/4 in. 

vii, 100 p. : ill., ports. ; 28 

cm. 

vii, 100 pages : illustrations, 

portraits ; 28 cm 

4th ed. Fourth edition.  

4th ed. 

4th edition. 

 

(Depends on how it appears 

on the resource) 



Inaccuracies 

AACR2 RDA 

Shakespeare's Julius Caeser 

[sic] 

 

Variant title: Shakespeare's 

Julius Caesar 

Shakespeare's Julius Caeser 

 

Title should read: 

Shakespeare's Julius Caesar 

 

Shakespeare's Julius Caeser 

[i.e. Caesar]  

 

Variant title: Shakespeare’s 

Julius Caesar 



“Rule of three” no longer exists in RDA 

AACR2 RDA 

Brian Culshaw … [et al.], editors. 

 

[give access point for only the first 

named entity] 

 

Culshaw, B. 

Brian Culshaw, Yanbiao Liao, 

Anbo Wang, Xiaoyi Bao, Xudong 

Fan, Lin Zhang, editors. 

 

[may give access points for 

all/any named entities] 

 

Culshaw, B., editor. 

Liao, Yanbiao, editor. 

Wang, Anbo, editor. 

Bao, Xiaoyi, editor. 

Fan, Xudong, editor. 

Zhang, Lin, editor. 



“Rule of three” no longer exists in RDA 

AACR2 RDA 

edited by Kristin L. 

Spangenberg and 

Deborah Walk ; circus 

history consultant, Fred 

Dahlinger Jr. ; with 

essays by David Carlyon 

... [et al.] 

 

Carlyon, David. 

edited by Kristin L. 

Spangenberg and 

Deborah Walk ; circus 

history consultant, Fred 

Dahlinger Jr. ; with 

essays by David Carlyon 

[and ten others]. 

 

Carlyon, David, author. 



GMD replaced by 3 new elements 

– Content 

– Media 

– Carrier 

 



What’s a GMD? 

• “General material designation” 

 

 



GMD replaced by 3 new elements 

AACR2 RDA 

Downton Abbey. Season 3 

[videorecording]  

Downton Abbey. Season 3. 

 

two-dimensional moving 

image 

video 

videodisc 

Community resources for 

older adults : programs and 

services in an era of change 

Community resources for 

older adults : programs and 

services in an era of change 

 

text 

unmediated 

volume 



GMD replaced by 3 new elements 

AACR2 RDA 

Psychology today 

[electronic resource] 

Psychology today 

 

text 

computer 

online resource 

Long time ago [sound 

recording] : American songs  

Long time ago : American 

songs  

 

performed music 

audio 

audio disc 





Examples 

• Roles 

– author 

– composer 

– photographer 

– production company 

– arranger of music 

– illustrator 

– interviewee 

– narrator 

• Relationships 

– parody of … 

– abridgement of … 

– in series … 

– supplement … 

– finding aid for … 

– merger of … 

– supersedes … 









From University of North Texas Libraries’ catalog 

Copyright date is a separate element in RDA 

Role explicitly stated 

Relationship 

explicitly 

stated 

“pages” spelled out, not abbreviated p. 



These phrases replace Latin 

abbreviations s.l. and s.n. 

From WorldCat.org 



From the University of Georgia Libraries’ catalog 

More than 3 

names for the 

same function 

Access points for each of the 4 names 



From Reed College Library catalog 

An optional omission  

 

No [videorecording] GMD  

 

 

 

Content/media/carrier fields 

displayed 

Relationships/roles 

Not abbreviated 



Things to think about 

• Loss of GMD—is it significant to your 

system and/or users? 

• New fields created for RDA data 

– To display or not to display? 

– Indexing, faceting, limiting… 

• Talk to catalogers, system vendors… 

 



Things to think about 

• Retrospective conversion? 

– Local catalogs 

• “Hybrid” catalog 

• Add selected fields retrospectively 

– Primarily with automated means 

• Convert entire database??? 

– Some people are considering, but be cautious. 

• OCLC’s plans for WorldCat 

 

http://www.oclc.org/en-US/rda/new-policy.html
http://www.oclc.org/en-US/rda/new-policy.html




Heading/Authorized Access Point 

Examples from the Virtual International Authority File (VIAF) 

http://viaf.org/


Examples of RDA changes 
AACR2 RDA 

Koran. Qurʼan. 

Bible. O. T.  

Bible. O. T. Psalms. 

Bible. Old Testament. 

Bible. Psalms. 

United States. Dept. of 

Education. 

United States. Department of 

Education. 



Examples of RDA changes 

AACR2 RDA 

Baker, Geoffrey, fl. 

1326-1350. 

Baker, Geoffrey, 

active 1326-1350. 

Staden, Hans, ca. 

1525-ca. 1576. 

Staden, Hans, 

approximately 1525-

approximately 1576. 

Jolson, Al, d. 1950. Jolson, Al,  -1950. 



Examples of RDA changes 

AACR2 RDA 

Chopin, Frédéric, 1810-1849. 
Sonatas, violoncello, piano, 
op. 65, G minor; arr. 

Chopin, Frédéric, 1810-1849. 
Sonatas, cello, piano, op. 65, 
G minor; arranged. 



It Could Be Worse 

OK in RDA

Humans

Machines
(+Humans)

~8.5 million total records in U.S. national authority file (at time of analysis) 



It Could Be Worse 

Catalog card from the Boston Public Library 



So what? 
• Keyword search retrieval 

– Dept., ca., fl. and some old terms unlikely to 

be used as search terms 

– Koran/Qur’an or violoncello/cello are more 

likely keywords… 

• Look for x-refs  

• Search both forms if you *really* need to be 

sure to find everything! 
– Until changes are complete in your catalog 







So what? 

• Clicking on a hyperlinked access point 

from a record 

– Results will depend on whether all instances 

of that access point have been fixed 

 







So what? 

• Left-anchored searches (index browses) 

– May see some split headings or 

inconsistencies 

 





So what? 

• An access point may exist in bibliographic 

records, but lack an accompanying 

authority record 

– These will probably stay in their “old” forms 

longer 

• Georgia State University. Sports Information 

Dept. 

– Appears in 15 bibliographic records in the Georgia State 

University catalog 

– No existing authority record for this access point 

 



Access points beyond the local 

catalog 

• Access points in WorldCat records may 

not have caught up to the authority record 

changes 

• Many other systems or services make use 

of the national authority file 

– Digital collections 

 



HOW MIGHT RDA AFFECT 

USERS? 

(future) 



Developing stories 

• Systems and vendors 

• Bibliographic Framework Transition 

Initiative, or BIBFRAME (i.e., replacement 

for MARC) 

– Demos and more available at BIBFRAME.org 

 

 

http://www.loc.gov/marc/transition/
http://www.loc.gov/marc/transition/
http://bibframe.org/




From BIBFRAME demo of George Washington University Library sample collection 



New authority elements 
• Gender 

• Place of residence of the person 

• Affiliation 

• Field of activity 

• Country associated with the person 

• Language of the person 

 

 



Linking Open Data cloud diagram 

by Richard Cyganiak and Anja 

Jentzsch. http://lod-cloud.net/  

http://lod-cloud.net/
http://lod-cloud.net/
http://lod-cloud.net/
http://lod-cloud.net/


What is Linked Data? 

Tim Berners-Lee’s 4 principles: 

1. Use URIs as names for things 

2. Use HTTP URIs so that people can look 

up those names. 

3. When someone looks up a URI, provide 

useful information, using the standards 

(RDF*, SPARQL) 

4. Include links to other URIs, so that they 

can discover more things. 

 

 

 





Has pseudonym 

Educated at 

Is Author of 

In Series 

Has subject 

Takes place in 

Known for 

Discovered 

by 

Is Author of 

Located in 



RDA’s potential benefits  

Linked Data/Semantic Web 

• Defined data elements 

• Increased emphasis on identifiers 

• Giving meaning to the relationships 

• “Take what you see” 

• “Accept what you get” 

• RDA vocabularies and element sets are in 

the Open Metadata Registry 

 

http://metadataregistry.org/




id.loc.gov 



 

 

 



Linked Data at OCLC 

 



Advice from me 

• Talk to catalogers you know 

• Ask questions if something looks strange 

to you 

• Let us know what you think about all this! 

 







Selected resources 

 

 

http://goo.gl/8hhVK  

or 
https://delicious.com/wynne_susan/carterette_webinar_2013 

 

http://tinyurl.com/nsxzuzb
http://tinyurl.com/nsxzuzb
http://goo.gl/8hhVK
http://goo.gl/8hhVK
https://delicious.com/wynne_susan/carterette_webinar_2013


 

Contact me anytime! 

swynne@gsu.edu 

mailto:swynne@gsu.edu


 
Watch your email for a follow-up to today’s webinar. It will include  the 

certificate request forms and a link to the archived recording. 

Have an idea for a webinar topic or webinar presenter? Let us know! 
 

Sarah Steiner: ssteiner@gsu.edu 
Kimberly Boyd: kboyd2@brenau.edu  
Casey Long: clong@agnesscott.edu   


