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OER Defined 

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
 

ÁñOpenò = Openly licensed 

Á Public domain or copyright 
holder has waived some 
rights ( e.g., Creative  
Commons License )  

Á Do not need permission to...  

Á Use 
Á Distribute  
Á Modify/Remix  

Á Attribution to author usually 
required  

Á Free/cheap ( e.g.,cost  of 
production for print copies)  
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Å Kinds of resources include  
Å images  
Å assignments  
Å chapters  
Å textbooks  
Å courses  

Å Format -  often electronic, 
but not necessarily  
Å e- text  
Å video  
Å anything  
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OPEN 

ÅFree to students 
ÅElectronic 
ÅUnlimited users 
ÅLink  to resources  
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[ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ h9wǎΧ 



Faculty Toolkit: using library resources as OERs 

http://guides.gpc.edu/facultytoolkit/facultytutorials 



Why OERs? 

$1168.  

/student /year 

http://www.aei.org/publication/the-college-textbook-bubble-and-
how-the-open-educational-resources-movement-is-going-up-
against-the-textbook-cartel/ 

 

From Mark J. Perry at the AEIdeas blog 
College Board reported in Huffington Post 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/01/04/college-
textbook-prices-increase_n_2409153.html 



Student response to high cost of textbooks: 

UNITED STATES PUBLIC INTEREST RESEARCH GROUP report: 
http:// uspirg.org/reports/usp/fixing-broken-textbook-market 
 
Image: Girl with Books by College360 https://flic.kr/p/cEHvLj  

Student response: 

65% ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ǘŜȄǘōƻƻƪ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻǎǘ 

48% text cost affected # of courses 

ун҈ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ Řƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊŜŜ ǘŜȄǘ 



Student response to the high cost of textbooks 
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OERs improve student outcomes 
 

More get a C or better 

More complete course 

Take more courses  

Cost savings = lower debt  

David Lumen: Adopting OER is Better for Everyone Involved 
http:// opencontent.org/blog/archives/3743 
 
Image: Girl on Laptop in Park by College 360 https://flic.kr/p/cEJ1Zs 
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