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W h at  w e ’ l l  c o v e r  

• Definit ion of  OERs  

• Why 

• Locating  

• Librarians’  roles  

• Resources  

• …in context  
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OER Defined 

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
 

 “Open” = Openly licensed 

 Public domain or copyright 
holder has waived some 
rights (e.g.,Creative 
Commons License) 

 Do not need permission to... 

 Use 
 Distribute 
 Modify/Remix 

 Attribution to author usually 
required 

 Free/cheap (e.g.,cost of 
production for print copies) 
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• Kinds of resources include 

• images 
• assignments 
• chapters 
• textbooks 
• courses 

• Format - often electronic, 
but not necessarily 
• e-text 
• video 
• anything 
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OPEN 

• Free to students 
• Electronic 
• Unlimited users 
• Link to resources  

 

 “Open” = Openly licensed 

 Public domain or copyright 
holder has waived some 
rights (e.g.,Creative 
Commons License) 

 Do not need permission to... 

 Use 
 Distribute 
 Modify/Remix 

 Attribution to author usually 
required 

 Free/cheap (e.g.,cost of 
production for print copies) 

 

Library resources may act as OERs…  



Faculty Toolkit: using library resources as OERs 

http://guides.gpc.edu/facultytoolkit/facultytutorials 



Why OERs? 

$1168.  

/student /year 

http://www.aei.org/publication/the-college-textbook-bubble-and-
how-the-open-educational-resources-movement-is-going-up-
against-the-textbook-cartel/ 

 

From Mark J. Perry at the AEIdeas blog 
College Board reported in Huffington Post 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/01/04/college-
textbook-prices-increase_n_2409153.html 



Student response to high cost of textbooks: 

UNITED STATES PUBLIC INTEREST RESEARCH GROUP report: 
http://uspirg.org/reports/usp/fixing-broken-textbook-market 
 
Image: Girl with Books by College360 https://flic.kr/p/cEHvLj  

Student response: 

65% didn’t buy textbook due to cost 

48% text cost affected # of courses 

82% said they’d do better with free text 



Student response to the high cost of textbooks 
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OERs improve student outcomes 
 

More get a C or better 

More complete course 

Take more courses  

Cost savings = lower debt  

David Lumen: Adopting OER is Better for Everyone Involved 
http://opencontent.org/blog/archives/3743 
 
Image: Girl on Laptop in Park by College 360 https://flic.kr/p/cEJ1Zs 
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OER benefits to faculty and schools 
 

Fewer drops = fewer refunds 

Better retention in subsequent semesters 

Student satisfaction higher with OER courses 

Free textbooks as marketing tool 

Point 1 & 2 David Lumen: Adopting OER is Better for Everyone Involved http://opencontent.org/blog/archives/3743 
Point 3: Adopting OER: A Case Study of Cross-Institutional Collaboration and Innovation (Educause Review) 
http://www.educause.edu/ero/article/adopting-oer-case-study-cross-institutional-collaboration-and-innovation 
Point 4: personal communication  
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OER positives: 
 

Adapt to class 

Immediately available 

Accessible design 

Easily updated 

Don’t have to wait on financial aid money to get textbook 



Faculty Concerns 
 

2144 faculty: 

Locating 

Evaluating quality /efficacy 

Uncertainty about permissions 

Support materials 

(points 1,2,3): Babson Survey Research Group: Opening the Curriculum: Open Educational Resources in U.S. Higher Education, 2014  



Librarians can help! 

Ask me about 
OERs! 

Richard Reilly Librarian Superhero by  sylvie szafranski  - https://flic.kr/p/9fnxd5 



Librarians can help! 

• Advocates 
• Educators 
• Find & Aggregate 
• Advisors 
• Authors 
• User support 
• Publishers 

Librarians as Superheros by Shelley Harris. Used by permission 



Now let’s talk about ME!  



Now let’s talk about ME!  

Ask me about 
Information 

Literacy! 



A committee was formed…. 

"Scholars at a Lecture by William Hogarth" by William Hogarth - Public 
Domain via Wikimedia Commons - 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Scholars_at_a_Lecture_by_
William_Hogarth.jpg 



Librarians as Advisor: Formats 



Ebook Gen 1: 
Static Text 



Ebook 
Gen 2: 
Hypertext 



Ebook 
Gen 2: 
Hypertext 



Ebook 
Gen 3: 
Enhanced  
text 



Librarian as Advisor: Creative Commons 
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http://creativecommons.org/ 



Librarian as Finder 

http://www.merlot.org 

 

 

http://openstax.org 

 

 

https://www.oercommons.org  
 



Librarian as Finder: OER Commons 

 

 

 

 

 



Librarian as Finder: OER Commons 

 

 

 

 

 



Librarian as finder/ aggregator: Merlot 



Librarian as finder: Merlot 

 



Librarian as Finder/ Aggregator : Open Stax 



Librarian as Finder: Open Stax 



Librarian as Finder: Open Stax 
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Librarian as Finder: OpenStax CNX 

cnx.org 



Librarian as Aggregator 



Librarian as Aggregator 

 



Librarian as Aggregator 

 



Librarian as Aggregator 

• Catalog open resources 

• Add print versions to collection 

What is in your Kindle catalog by Raymond Bryson https://flic.kr/p/oB6Ssz 



Cal. State U. Northridge 

Librarian as 
Aggregator 

• Collect, Display, promote 
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Librarian as Author 



We have a textbook!!!!! 



Librarians for user support 

 



Librarians for user support 

How Do I Print? (xtra normal video) by findmarya   - https://youtu.be/j3geQQQUJqw 



Librarians as educators 



Librarians as Educators/Advocates 



Librarians as Advocates 



Librarians as Advocates 

Participate in  

campus-wide conversations 



Librarians as Advocates 

Get to know key faculty and 
administrators 



Librarians as Advocates 

Participate in  
state-wide and 

national 
initiatives 



Librarians as Advocates 

Let me tell 
you about 

OERs…! 

Avatar created at ToonDoo.com 



Support to users 

Finders/ 
Aggregators 

Authors 

AND….. 

Librarian Roles 

Educators/ 
Advocates 

Advisors 



Libraries as 
Publishers 



Learn More! 

Affordable Learning Georgia 

• Website 

• Webinars 

• Helpful people 

 

affordablelearninggeorgia.org 



Learn More! 

OER LibGuides 

 

guides.lib.vt.edu/oer 



Learn More! 

OER websites 

 

guides.temple.edu/OER 
https://www.diigo.com/user/blendedlibrarian/oer?type=all 



Learn More! 

SPARC OER Forum 

• List-serv 

• Conference call 

 

 

www.sparc.arl.org/resource/sparc-libraries-oer-forum 



Support to users 

Finders/ 
Aggregators 

Authors 

Publishers 

Librarian Roles: What about you? 

Educators/ 
Advocates 

Advisors 

2 1 3 

4 - None or not sure 



Shout out 
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Questions? 
Comments? 

 
Question Mark Cookies 3 by Scott McLeod - https://flic.kr/p/bTQwfx 

 



Thank you! 

Email: mary.cullen@gpc.edu 

Resources: http://guides.gpc.edu/OER 


