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1. Selecting a topic & gearing up 

2. Selecting your research approach with the Boyer Model 

3. Constructing and reviewing your piece 

4. Choosing a publication venue 

5. Navigating the journal editorial process 

6. Handling suggestions for edits and rejection 

 

= Research Plan, Awesomeness, & Confidence 



Selecting a Topic and Gearing Up 

https://flic.kr/p/5HBAha 



Common Lament: 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎΦέ 

https://flic.kr/p/c4hh2 



Mentors, Co-Authors, Editors, and Other Allies 

https://flic.kr/p/8qyLug 



Common Lament: 
άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦέ 

https://flic.kr/p/7LLaFh 



Brainstorm Topics 

https://flic.kr/p/f6Q2N 



Brainstorm Topics 

Å What challenges is my library facing?  
Å What challenges am I facing in my job?  
ÅLǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ŘŜŀǊǘƘ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ LΩƳ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǊ 

dealing with? 
Å Have I read a great article recently and want to build on its findings? 
Å What new trend or idea am I excited about?  
Å Do I have a skill from a previous job/career which librarians might be 

able to adapt?  
ÅIŀǾŜ L ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻǊ ǘǊƛŜŘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦΚ  
ÅIŀǾŜ L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŀƛƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
ǿƻǊƪ ǎƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΚ  

https://flic.kr/p/f6Q2N 



Common Problems 

https://flic.kr/p/nV3XQm 

Å!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ άǎƻ ǿƘŀǘέ ǘŜǎǘ 
Å¢ƻǇƛŎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƻǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
Åtƭŀƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŀǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ 



ά{ƻ ²Ƙŀǘέ 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ 

ÅProblem I was facing: A lot of librarians were taking a very 
long time to pick up chat questions, and by the time they 
answered, the patron would be gone. Almost 20% of 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ άƳƛǎǎŜŘΦέ 

 

ÅSo what? LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀ ŎƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
patron goes away unhappy and without an answer. That 
person might not use chat again or might tell friends about 
the negative experience. Our chat traffic would decline and 
cause people to have negative feelings about the library.  

 



Identify Hypotheses: 
What do you suspect you will find? 

https://flic.kr/p/dHoPfK 



Conduct a Preliminary Literature Scan 

https://flic.kr/p/a4VWED 



Choose Your Route with the Boyer Model 

https://flic.kr/p/5YyXJW 



Scholarship of Discovery 

Traditional empirical research 
ÅSurveys 
ÅFocus groups 
ÅEthnographies 
ÅCase studies 
ÅExperiments 

https://flic.kr/p/5e9LhX 



Scholarship of Integration 

Synthesizes research across disciplines, within a 
discipline, or across time 
ÅApplication of business ideas to librarianship 
ÅApplication of counseling models to librarianship 
ÅAnnotated bibliographies or other overviews on 
specific topics 
ÅIdentification of trends or presentation of new 
ideas 
 

https://flic.kr/p/kLdwnC 



Scholarship of Application 

Discovery of ways new information/knowledge 
can be applied to solve problems.  
ÅApplying the new(ish) ACRL Information Literacy 
framework to class exercises to improve student 
motivation. 
ÅApplying a new theory in cataloging to improve 
workflow 

https://flic.kr/p/98SbGw 



Scholarship of Teaching 

Systematic study of teaching and learning 
processes 
ÅExploration/sharing of class activities 
ÅExploration of training best practices 

https://flic.kr/p/kLdwnC 



Recap of Research Options 

Exercise: pick a topic and consider how it might be realized as 
scholarship in each of the Boyer categories.  
ÅScholarship of Discovery (traditional empirical research survey, focus 

group, case study, experiment, ethnography) 

ÅScholarship of Integration (synthesis of ideas from other disciplines 
or areas, synthesis of ideas across time) 

ÅScholarship of Application (how can the discoveries of others be 
applied to solve your question) 

ÅScholarship of Teaching (exploration of class, learning, or training 
activities) 

 



Conduct a Full Literature Review 

https://flic.kr/p/8icLi9 



Literature Review Function 

https://flic.kr/p/LdMNJ 



Literature Review Structure  

https://flic.kr/p/9btKXK 

ÅGeneral to specific 
ÅChronological 
ÅTopical 
ÅType of research 
 
Your review needs to be exhaustive, but the works cited list does not.  
 
Tips borrowed from Massey University guide to Literature Review 
Structure 

http://owll.massey.ac.nz/assignment-types/literature-review-structure.php
http://owll.massey.ac.nz/assignment-types/literature-review-structure.php


Design Your Research 

https://flic.kr/p/bM96pa 



Review Extant Data/Information 

https://flic.kr/p/bgepei 


