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Programs & 
Meeting Rooms

● Drag Queen Story Hours
● Author Visits
● Immigration Rights, 

Voter Suppression, 
Affordable Housing, and 
Police Brutality

● Yoga
● Holiday Celebrations
● Campus Speakers
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Programs & 
Meeting Rooms

Poll: Do you understand the 
difference between programs 
and meeting rooms in a First 
Amendment context?
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Programs & 
Meeting Rooms

Meeting Rooms, Exhibit 
Spaces, and Programs 
Resource Page

○ Meeting Rooms: An 
Interpretation of the Library 
Bill of Rights

○ Meeting Rooms Q&A

○ Library-Initiated Programs and 
Displays as a Resource: An 
Interpretation of the Library 
Bill of Rights

○ Responding to and Preparing 
for Controversial Programs and 
Speakers Q&A
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Databases & 
Streaming 
Services
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Databases & 
Streaming 
Services

○ Access to Digital Resources and 
Services: An Interpretation of 
the Library Bill of Rights

“Digital resources and services allow 
libraries to significantly expand the 
scope of information available to users. 
Like all resources and services 
provided by the library, provision of 
access to digital resources and services 
should follow the principles outlined in 
the Library Bill of Rights to ensure 
equitable access regardless of content 
or platform.”
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Films, 
Newspapers, 
Magazines, 

Games
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Films, 
Newspapers, 
Magazines, 

Games

○ Restricted Access to Library 
Materials: An Interpretation of the 
Library Bill of Rights

“Libraries are a traditional forum for 
the open exchange of information. 
Restricting access to library materials 
violates the basic tenets of the 
American Library Association’s 
Library Bill of Rights.”
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Displays & 
Artwork 

Montclair Public Library, New Jersey

Artist: Gwenn Seemel
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Displays & 
Artwork 

King County Library, Washington
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Displays & 
Artwork 

George Washington High School, 
California
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Displays & 
Artwork 

Rumford Public Library, Maine
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Displays & 
Artwork 

○ Visual and Performing Arts in 
Libraries: An Interpretation of the 
Library Bill of Rights

○ Library-Initiated Programs and 
Displays as a Resource: An 
Interpretation of the Library Bill of 
Rights

○ User-Initiated Exhibits, Displays, and 
Bulletin Boards: An Interpretation of 
the Library Bill of Rights
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Key Takeaways ○ Update policies

○ Educate trustees, staff and 
colleagues

○ Raise awareness of the harms of 
censorship

○ Support is available
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Poll: Have you ever been 
asked to remove a resource 
or cancel a service in your 
library? 
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● spotlights case studies drawn from public libraries, schools, 
universities, and government agencies dealing with library displays, 
artwork, programs, bookmarks and reading lists, social media, and 
databases;    

● summarizes possible complaints and controversies related to each 
area;

● draws connections between the intellectual freedom principles 
involved and associated legal issues, with relevant court opinions 
when possible;

● shares questions to consider when strengthening a library’s defenses 
against censorship;

● discusses the importance of reporting challenges to OIF, and the 
professional and institutional support that OIF can provide when 
challenges arise; and

● includes key ALA policies on intellectual freedom as appendices.

This guide will ensure that libraries are prepared to protect diverse voices 
from censorship while fostering more inclusive institutions that represent 
and welcome all people and ideas.

http://bit.do/pekoll
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Report
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Questions?
ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom
Kristin Pekoll 
kpekoll@ala.org
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