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Information literacy instruction: 

Typical skills and concepts

Skills/concepts

Formats of 

information

Evaluating 

information

Library databases

Library catalog

Plagiarism/citation

Scholarly vs. non -

scholarly

Other?



On a scale of 1 -10, how proficient 

do you think students are with 

these skills?

Skills/concepts Proficiency

Formats of 

information
1

Evaluating 

information
3

Library databases 2

Library catalog 1

Plagiarism/citation 2

Scholarly vs. non -

scholarly
1

Other?



On a scale of 1 -10, how 

confident are students 

prior to instruction?



On a scale of 1 -10, how 

confident are students prior to 

instruction?

Skills/concepts Proficiency Confidence

Formats of 

information
1 8

Evaluating 

information
3 10

Library databases 2 7

Library catalog 1 7

Plagiarism/citation 2 8

Scholarly vs. non -

scholarly
1 9

Other?



Studentsõ confidence in their 

research -related skills often 

does not match their 

proficiency with those skills. 
(Molteni & Chan)



Why does this mismatch exist?



Why does this mismatch exist?



Those skills serve them well 

in some contexts 



But not others



This is also a problem in 

writing instruction 



Outline

u Define research

u How do we know research is contextual? 

u The Standards and skills -based instruction

u The Framework and the importance of context

u Suggested model for incorporating this into IL 

instruction

u Questions



What is research?



Research is a systematic investigation intended 

to contribute to generalizable knowledge.
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